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Peterborough Recreation Committee (PRC) Meeting 
Adams Park tennis courts & Roland “Beaver” Jutras Recreation Building 

Minutes of September 15, 2021 
Approved 

 

Attendees: Kate Coon, Chair; Andrew Brescia; Roxanne Loudin; Zoë Wroten-Heinzmann, Alternate; 
Mark Fernald, Kiwanis Club of Peterborough; 

Lisa Koziell-Betz, Recreation Director; Julia Chidester, Program Coordinator;  
and Lauren Martin, Administrative Assistant and Minute-Taker  

 
 

I. Call to Order:  Attendees gathered next to the tennis courts at Adams Park.  Kate called the 

meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

II. Kiwanis Club Offer: 

A. Lisa introduced Mark Fernald of the Kiwanis Club of Peterborough.  Mark explained that the 

Kiwanians would like to donate and install plantings at Adams Park.  They have consulted with 

Ross Kukish from Greeley Farms Landscaping to develop the following proposal:  Twelve shrubs 

would be planted outside the tennis courts facing Union Street, with two lilacs and one Rose of 

Sharon for each court.  These would provide a screen from traffic headlights, offer a more 

uniform background to block distractions, and would beautify the area.  In addition, they would 

plant six shade trees on the property.  Two sugar maples are proposed for either side of the small 

tennis shed.  Four white oaks are proposed for areas near the pavilion and basketball court.  Lisa 

cautioned that we need to keep some open area around the pavilion for our summer programs.  

Roxanne noted that many families feel there is currently not enough shade for children at the 

playground. 

B. Due to concerns about an approaching thunderstorm, the meeting moved indoors to the meeting 

room adjoining the Recreation office. 

C. With agreement that we need shade trees, discussion resumed about their proposed location.  

There was consensus that two trees could be placed on each side of the small tennis shed, two in 

the grassy area by the pavilion, and two inside the playground.  The landscaper will bring in dirt 

for the shrubs since the soil in front of the tennis courts is very sandy.  Zoë questioned whether 

the white oaks will replace the “strange” (possibly grafted) oaks already inside the playground, or 

if they will be an addition.   

D. Kate motioned to approve the project as offered by the Kiwanis Club of Peterborough.  Roxanne 

asked if there will be an opportunity to provide final approval of tree locations before they are 

planted.  Julia pointed out that due to programming needs, she and Lisa would care very much 

where things are planted.  Mark suggested that stakes be placed in the ground to mark where the 

PRD would like trees placed. 

E. Andrew commented that in his experience, he does not see many trees that shed leaves located 

near tennis courts.  He was concerned that courts one and two would become littered with leaves 

in the fall.  Andrew asked if ongoing maintenance is included in the Kiwanis proposal or if the 

PRD staff will need to take on this responsibility.  Mark responded that part of the proposal is to 

include tree and shrub Gator Bags, which slowly release water near the trunk for the first year 

after planting.  Mark remembered that when he was a kid and the north side (where the pump 

track is now) was a forest, there was not a problem with leaves on the courts.  Andrew suggested 

that a rake and/or broom might be stored in the tennis shed.  Lisa stated that it might be good to 

plant a new tree in the area since there is a very old one that might “go” due to age.   

F. Andrew remarked that he has played on the courts many evenings and had not been distracted by 

lights.  Mark noted that bushes will create a consistent visual backdrop.  Andrew countered that 

although he does not know their approximate cost, a windscreen is typically the solution to vision 

problems on a court and they also solve the problem of wind.  Andrew stated that in blocking the 
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view of traffic and headlights, shrubs would also block the view to the courts from the road, 

allowing kids to do whatever they choose to do without being seen from the street. 

G. Kate revised her motion to accept the Kiwanis Club’s offer to fund the project with the 

stipulation that PRD people will be actively included in deciding where the trees will be planted.  

Roxanne seconded the motion.  With Kate, Roxanne and Zoë voting in favor and Andrew voting 

against, the motion carried.  Roxanne made a plug for having a shade tree installed near the skate 

park.  Andrew clarified that his vote was not because he does not respect the generosity of the 

Kiwanis Club’s gift, but because he does not think there is a problem.   

H. Kate summarized that we gratefully accept the Kiwanis Club’s generous offer.  Mark stated that 

he will try to get a time frame from Ross Kukish at Greeley Farms Landscaping and clarified that 

the PRD will put in six stakes in the precise locations where the six trees are desired.  Kate 

thanked Mark, who thanked the others for holding a second PRC meeting this month. 

 

III. Adjournment:  

A. Kate motioned to adjourn the meeting and Andrew seconded.  With unanimous approval, the 

meeting adjourned at 5:31pm.   

B. The next PRC meeting will be Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00pm at Adams Park, with the PRD 

Meeting Room serving as the bad weather alternate location. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lauren Martin 

September 17, 2021 


